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EXHIBIT HONORS ROBERT FLETCHER 


The letter of transmittal for the first volume of the Index-Catalogue 
contains these words by John Shaw Billings: "I wish to specially acknowl- 
edge the valuable assistance which I have received from Dr. Robert 
Fletcher in carrying this volume through the press, - assistance which 
has gone far beyond mere routine or the limits of office-hours, and 
without which I should have found it impossible to have done the work 
and to have performed my other official duties. " 

A year earlier (1879) in the Prospectus to the Index Medicus, Bill- 
ings had noted, " In the details of the work I shall be largely assisted 
by Dr. Robert Fletcher, M.R.C.S.E., who has been for some time 
past on duty in the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office, is perfect- 
ly familiar with its methods, and is in every way specially qualified to 
manage the editorial part of such a publication. " 

Fletcher worked inthe Library from 1 September 1876 until his 
death in 1912, He worked with Billings until 1895 when Billings retired 
from the Army, and he often substituted for Billings in the latter's ab- 
sence but, as in the case of many others, the work of Fletcher has been 
partially overshadowed by the reputation of Dr. Billings. 

A Briton by birth and with training in both law and medicine, Flet- 
cher emigrated to the United States in his twenties, volunteering asa 
surgeon with the first Ohio regiment in the CivilWar. He was assigned 
as Medical Purveyor in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1863. In three years 
he handled several million dollars' worth of money and property for the 
entire Army of the Southwest under Generals Thomas, Grant, Sherman, 
and Rosencrans, yet "the final settlement of his accounts in August 1867 
was accomplished in less than 48 hours without a discrepancy or dis- 
allowance" according to a letter from Surgeon-General Barnes. After 
the war he attempted to get a permanent position as Medical Purveyor, 
but the spoils system made this impossible, and for a time he worked 
on the statistical portion of the medical volumes of the Medical and 
Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion; during this time he un- 
doubtedly met Billings. 

Fletcher was not only an outstanding bibliographer anda hard- 
headed business man; he was a scholar who could read half a dozen 
languages; an anthropologist and folklore expert of note, becoming 
president of anthropological, philosophical, and literary societies of 
Washington; a lecturer on medical jurisprudence at Johns Hopkins 
University, and a bon vivant who knew and enjoyed the best in food and 
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drink. He lived to be ninety, still alert and still aiding in the editing 
of the Index-Catalogue. 

The Library's exhibit for October is a collection of letters, reports 
and personal articles pertaining to Dr. Fletcher, assembled from the 
Library's files, from the National Archives, and from Dr. Fletcher's 
grandson, Colonel Robert Howe Fletcher of Leesburg, Virginia. In- 
cluded are such items as the contract between the Surgeon-General and 
Fletcher for his work inthe Library; his orders to report to Billings; 
his own request to the President of the United States for appointment as 
medical purveyor; some Civil War orders, including one to proceed to 
Nashville "to collect medical and hospital supplies for 100,000 men for 
six months"; reprints of some of his writings; portraits at various 
ages, and such personal objects as his sword, derringer, and desk 
thermometer, 

The exhibit was prepared by Miss Estelle Brodman. The Medical 
Illustration Service, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, assisted in 
making photomontages and in mounting three-dimensional scenes, 





AMERICAN MEMORIAL LIBRARY, BERLIN 


On 17 September 1954 the formal opening of the American Memorial 
Library in Berlin was celebrated. Dr. James B. Conant, American 
High Commissioner for Germany, and Mr. L. Quincy Mumford, Presi- 
dent of the American Library Association and Librarian of Congress, 
represented the United States on the roster of speakers. Dr. Conant 
said that "the library which we are opening today is dedicated to the 
principle of service to the public-at-large. It applies to all strata of 
the population, tothe laborer as well as tothe scientist; to the speci- 
alist as well as to the juvenile for whom it establishes a first contact 
with the cultural inheritance of our civilization. In addition to serving 
as a remembrance of German-American cooperation at atime when 
this city gave proof of its will to freedom, this American Memorial Li- 
brary will serve that spirit which is best expressed by the words of 
Jefferson which are inscribed at the entrance to this library: 


'This institution will be based on the illimitable 
freedom ofthe human mind, For here we are not 
afraid to follow truth wherever it may lead, nor to 
tolerate any error as long as reason is left free 
to combat it. ' 

Other American librarians present were Mr, Charles Mohrhardt of 
the Detroit Public Library, who had served as a consultant on architec- 
tural arrangements; Dr, Edgar Breitenbach of the Library of Congress, 
who will remain in Berlin for the rest of the year to assist in inaugurat- 
ing services at the library; and Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Assistant 
Librarian for Cataloging of the Armed Forces Medical Library, who 
served as a consultant in organizing technical processes at the Ameri- 
can Memorial Library during the period October 1952- January 1953. 
Under date of 19 September Miss MacDonald writes from Berlin as 
follows: 
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"Some 400 guests attended the dedication, and most of them. 
jattended; the reception-banquet and theater party following. They in- 
cluded representatives of press, radio, TV, HICOG, etc., but mostly 
librarians from West Germany and other parts of Europe... After the 
ceremonies the building was inspected by the officials, who were freely 
complimentary in their remarks... It's such a bright, attractive work 
space that I am envious of the American Memorial Library staff... On 
Saturday {18 September) the Free University had open house and we en- 
joyed touring the beautiful new building which contains the library and 
auditorium... The building colors are white, grey, and black. Through- 
out, the strong vertical lines are beautiful and impressive... In the eve- 
ning we attended the reception for visiting librarians given by the Di- 
rector and the University Board. " 

Miss MacDonald expected to remain in Berlin for a few days on 
Armed Forces Medical Library business, and then depart on a brief 
Swiss holiday before returning home. 


NEW CHIEF OF HISTORY OF MEDICINE DIVISION 


Miss Harriet C. Jameson has been appointed Chief of the History 
of Medicine Division from 1 September 1954. 

A native of Michigan anda graduate of Wheaton College, Miss 
Jameson received her M.A. and Ph. D. degrees from the University 
of Illinois and the degree of Master of Library Science from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. She came tothe History of Medicine Division 
as Head of the Catalog Section in January 1950 from the library of the 
University of Michigan. 


RETIREMENT OF MISS HILBRANDT 


Miss Christina C, Hilbrandt of the Index-Catalogue Division re- 
tired on 30 September 1954 after more than 36 years of continuous 
employment in the preparation of the Index-Catalogue. A Certificate 
of Achievement was presented to Miss Hilbrandt, bearing the . signa- 
tures of The Surgeon General of the Army andthe Director of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library, in recognition of long and faithful 
devotion to duty. Miss Hilbrandt established a record of 26 years of 
continuous service without the loss of a day charged to sick leave, for 
which she was commended in a personal letter from Major General 
George E. Armstrong, The Surgeon General. 





REPRINTS ON LOBOTOMY 


The Library is pleased to have received from Dr. Walter Freeman 
a bound volume of reprints of articles written by him (1936-1954) in the 
field of lobotomy. Dr. Freeman very kindly inscribed this compliment- 
ary volume with the following words: "In sending this incomplete record 
of work done, I wish to pay tribute to the abundant assistance given by 
the staff of the greatest medical library in the world.” 
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NEW PROCESS FOR PHOTODUPLICATION 


In the issues of the NEWS for April and December 1953, references 
were made to a special machine for processing photoduplication orders 
filled from the file of microfilms of the Library's most frequently used 
journals. Accumulated during the past years, this file is used by read- 
ers when the original journal is unavailable, and in the past it has been 
used to some extent by the Photoduplication Section for making photo- 
copies of items requested when the original was on loan, at the bindery, 
or otherwise not readily available. The manual method of processing 
photocopies from the microfilm file was time-consuming and unsatis- 
factory, and a new machine was designed to obviate these difficulties, 

The machine, a prototype model given the designation Printer, 
Model RE-1, was constructed by the Microtronics Corporation to speci- 
fications provided by technicians at the Armed Forces Medical Library, 
It is approximately the size of an ordinary desk, and is a composite of 
a microfilm reader, a photographic enlarger, and an automatic con- 
tinuous advance mechanism for photographic paper. Using this device, 
a reel of film is placed inthe machine and scanned rapidly to arrive 
at that portion desired for photographing; then, without removing the 
film from the machine, and with a simple flick of a switch, the required 
paper prints are made in rapid succession from the film frames. 

As the Printer produces photocopies from the microfilm file at con- 
siderably less cost than the conventional photostat method, all incoming 
orders are now screened to determine whether the material requested 
is in the microfilm collection. During the past year the Armed Forces 
Medical Library has processed an average of 60 orders daily from the 
film file, using the Printer and the new processing routine. 


AWARDS TO STAFF MEMBERS 


Mrs. Lillian H. Washington of the Composition Section, Current 
List Division, has been awarded a Superior Accomplishment Step In- 
crease Award "for sustained superior performance of duty as an Editori- 
al Clerk... She has demonstrated initiative, excellent judgment, abso- 
lute dependability, and a keen sense of responsibility..." 

Monetary awards have been presented to three staff members of 
the Catalog Division for suggestions promoting efficiency and economy 
in the Library's operations. Mr. Leonard Bikowski and Mr. Grover L, 
James of the Binding Section made a suggestion pertaining to the use of 
location symbols; Mrs. Jane M. Fulcher ofthe Processing Section 
received an award for a suggestion in connection with the preparation 
of subject heading cards for the AFML Catalog. 


SUBJECT HEADING AUTHORITY LIST 


Subject Heading Authority List Used by the Current List Division, 
Armed Forces Medical Library, 267 p., is available from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D, C., at $1.75 per copy. We are informed that 643 copies have been 
sold to the general public to date. 














